Results-978 prostitutes and 5493 women with unknown cytological anamnesis were compared. Frequency of positive PAP smears was significantly higher in prostitutes (6-13% versus 1.43%). To determine the pick-up rate of cervical dysplasia during one year after negative cytology we compared 722 prostitutes and 3162 controls. Prostitutes showed a significant higher dysplasia pick-up rate (3-05% to 1-07%) compared with controls. HPV detection rate in prostitutes was similar to that in the control group. The distribution of HPV types revealed a higher frequency of "high risk" HPV 16118 and 31133 in prostitutes.
group (1-43%, p < 0-0001). We evaluated 0.41% PAP smears indicating invasive carcinoma in prostitutes, whereas not a single one was found in the controls (table 1) .
Of the prostitutes with a negative cytology 722 were re-examined one year later. Twenty-two (3.05%) of them developed a PAP-smear indicating cervical dysplasia. In the control group 34 (1-07%) of 3162 women showed a positive cervical cytology after the same observation period, demonstrating a significantly lower incidence of cervical dysplasia compared with the prostitute population (p < 0-0001) (table 2) .
Histology of biopsy specimens of 23 prostitutes taken from suspect areas during colposcopy showed 18 CIN I and 5 CIN II. In 42 non prostitutes referred to our colposcopy clinic because of positive PAP smears histological findings revealed 30 CIN I, 11 CIN II and one CIN III.
Overall HPV detection rate in CIN lesions was equal in prostitutes (47-8%) and controls (50%). HPV types were equally distributed in the control group. In prostitutes we detected HPV 16/18 twice as often than HPV 6/11. In both groups HPV 31/33 infection showed a similar distribution. The difference in distribution of HPV types showed no statistical significance. Discussion Several authors described higher percentages of cervical dysplasia compared with a non-prostitute population. '4 15 In agreement with these results, we found at the first examination a 4-3 times higher prevalence of cervical dysplasia compared with the 
